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VMI

1958 FOOTBALL FACTS
Published By
THE VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
and
THE VMI SPORTSMEN'S CLUB

THE OUTLOOK

1958 PERSONNEL SUMMARY: Lettermen lost from 37—
11 {end Nick Franusich; tackles Bob Rader and Martin Fisher:
guards Low Farmer, Dave Martin, Ron Swick: conter Benny Day:
quarterback Duke Jolmston: halfback Bob Jordan: Mullbacks Sam
Woolwine, Harry Shepherd).

1t Stringers Lost from 37— (Farmer, Jordan, Johnzton,
Waoolwine),

Lettermen  Retuening frem "57=20 {ende im Sam Gillespie,
Carl Kasko, Dick Fvans, Tom Kurkoski; tackles Jim McFalie
Bobby Dale, Bill Kirkland; guards Nick Ruffin, Moward Moss,
Lloyd Thacker, George O'Neill; centers Jersy Torst, Troman
Baxter: quarterbacks Bobby Ross, Bill Mebraska: haifbacks Sam
Homer. John Engels, An Brandafi: fullbacks Pete Johneon,
Verne Keefer.)

lat Stringers Returning—7  (Gillespic, Kaska, MeFalls, Dale
Rufiin, Bors, Homer)

GENERAL PROSPECTUS: Probable Strong Points—good sp
among the wquad backs: betier than average speed among th
linemen: two veteran lettermen 2t ouarterbhack,

Prabable Weakness—Lack of expericnced backfeld depth,

Cuoach _In!1:'. MeKenna felt that his defense was akead of his
offense when spring drills ended; one team beat the other 11 wa 8
in the mtra-squad game, with culy one T scored on cach side.
VML will be able to start & levterman in cach spots but will not
have a sccond unit of lettermen as was the ease last fall whes
they went andefeaccd. Much of the 1957 sueeess was due 1o the
sevond unit's veterans, who not only held their own when resting
the first club, but scored several times against he tougher focs
Backs like Sam Homer, Johnny Engels, Pete Jolmson, Art Brandnfd.
Ken Seatt, Verne Keofer and Joo Moralat possess plenty of speed.
Engels, who plays tennis in the spring, is the ouly one not on
the YMI track weam. Mt guarterback. Bobby Rose and Rill
Nebraska offer 2 one-two punch—both are lettermen seniors with
three years' varsity experience. In the line, 1ackle Jim MeFalls, an
All-Southern, headlines w good Brse unit. Veterans Bobby Dale
and Bill Kirkland will vie for the other tackle joh with Nick
Ruffin and Lloyd Thacker on hand for guard duty. Jim Sam
Gillespic and Carl Kaska, also veterans. probably will man the
end posts with cocaptain Jerry Borst, an oustanding perfermor.
available at cemter. Truman Baxter wears 1 monogezm behind
Borst, while Tom Kurkosk: and Dick Evans are also lettermen
at ends. George O'Neill and Howard Moss are the other lettermen
at guard. [f there were absolutely no injurics, the Keydet second
unit would Tack one halfback and one tackle of being an entirely-
letterman outfir,

M
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THE LETTERMEN

END3

Drck Evaxs—Histery Major; 6-2; 190;
20 years aoll; junior; Wilmerding, Pa;
excellent receiver, caught & last year playing
with second team; ageressive on defense,
very quick; was All-Western Pa. in basker-
ball and football in high school days,
also letrered with baseball team; hopes to
go to law school after WMI,

Jit BaM GILLESPIE—Civil engineering
majar; &2; 190, 21 years old; seniar;
Pounding Mill, Va.; greatly improved re-
ceiver luse season, expected to be even berter
this time; rough man on defense, never
misses  an  assignment,  surprisingly  fast,
ran 440 with track team last spring; was
president of senior class in high school
days; a dark horse for Conference all-srar
honors.

CARL KASKO—Chemistry  Major; G-
198; 21 vears old; semior; McKees Rocks,
Fa; canght five passes last year, onc a
crucial game-breaker; greacly improved last
season, a stareer all year, berter on defense
this past year than in 1950; strong and
aggressive on the football field, always a
smile anywhere else; very popular wich
fellow cadets, was high school class presi-
dent.

ToM  KURKOSEI—Chemistry  Major;
6-3; 211; 20 years old; junior; Endicott,
M. Y. bewer than average receiver, big,
aggressive and strong, biggest of the ends,
coaches hope his rate of improvement con-
cinues; if it does, he'll be a candidate for
starting  duty; has hopes of going inte
dentisory.

TACKLES

Bopsy DALE—Chemiscry  Major; 6.1
207, 21 years ald; senior, Richmond, Va;
a constant holler guy, hustling all che rime,
showed some highly promising moments
last year; has letered for rwo seasons here,
started every game last year and 2 strong
candidare for first ream dury again plans
o be a research chemise, and i a fine
student; president of the VMI chapeer of
the American Chemical sociery,

R, A

Bir  KiRELAND—Civil  Engineering
Major; G-0; 206; 21 years ald, senior:
Abingdon, Va.; mosc improved lineman on
squad last season, threatened o move Dale
out of first siring job, still does; very ough
an defense, now improving offensive skills;
Keydet coaches feel he has porencial for
greatness, very popular with  classmares,
alse on staff of cader newspaper.

I McFaLLs—DPre-Med Major; 63,
223 21 years old; senior; Sturgean, Pa
All-Conterence and  All-Seare last yeir,
VMI's twop cndidaee for  all-American
honers this rime; also named to che All
Southern Scholastic  seam, keeping o B
average while playing frst rate foorball;
biggest of the VMI linemen, he's alse onc
of the fastesr; played fisst string as a fresh-
man and is firmly entrenched there this
time, looking for his greamtest season; a
real prospect for pro foothall, bue he plans
to go o Medical School,

GUARDS

HOWARD MoOss—FHiseory Major; 5-11:
194; 21 years old; junior; Richmond, Va.
played with second unit last season, bur
now stands good chance of making starging
lineup; can run 2 :9.8 hundred, was high
point man with track squad in several meets
lase spring running sprine and broad jump;
played varsity ball as a freshman, was 2 very
important reserve lase season: plans ta make
2 career of Air Force.

GEORGE  O'NEILL—Chemisery  Major:
3-LL; 200; 20 years old; senior; Wilming-
ton, Del; played rackle last rwo seasons:
improved guite a bir last year and moved
tor guard job e spring; anocher top student,
plans to get PhoD. in chemistry, then reach
and coach; played high school ball ac
Salesianum  in Wilmington under  Dim
Mantero, former VML line coach.

MICK RUFFIN—Chemistry Major; 6-01
201; 22 years old; senior; Perersburg, Va.;
a big try guy who's come from bomom
to top in his past chree seasons: could
scarcely line up as a freshman, then lewered
as a saph reserve because of his sceap,
then made starting team last year as a
junior; a sure bet for Arse eam duty chis
time, he's apt o show up om the All
Conference  team; a first lieutenant in
Corps, he's also on General Committee,
student governing body: son of a former
VMI foothall player, he plans w go into
rescarch in petraleum.




Leown  THaCKER—LCivil  Engineeting

Major; S-10; 193; 22 wears old; senior; .

Staunton, Va.; afrer a year as a reserve, he
moved up to second unic last seasen and saw
lers of acion with them, also a key replace-
ment when first seringers were out; lettered
last season and mede grear strides toward
eatning vacated spot of last vear's co-captain
Lou Farmer; leading candidate for Farmer's
job mow; won ten letters in baskecbatl,
Baseball and football in Sraunron’s Lee
High and Staunton Milicary  Academsy.

CENTERS

TRUMAN BaXTER—Pre-Med Major; 6-1;
192; 21 weurs old; senior; Norfolk, Va
started the 1937 scason as Ujust another
puy’ bur scon became number two man
at center, playing most of season  with
second unric; smare on defense and aggressive
at all phases of the game; like Kurkoski.
he plans to be a dencist.

JerRY BorsT—Civil Engineering Maor,
G-l 194; 21 vears old; senior; Piecairn, Pag;
very popular young man in these parts, a
pepular selection as co-captaing his coaches
race him as hne a college center as there
15 1 these pars and say publicly that he
could muke anybody's team; a  stroog,
rugeed customer, he's been a wop-flighe
offensive center for three seasons, but just
became @ real defensive star a wear apgo;
lecrered as a freshman, though he had o
play behind chae vear's caprain, has been
firsr team for past two §easons.

QUARTERBACKS

Binr  MEBRaska—~Civil  Engineering
Major; 6-2; 1935 21 years old; senior;
Dunbar, Pa.; bigpest of the quarterhacks,
a wvastly improved passer in spring drills,
and a hard runner from gquarterhack sneak
play; an excellent play caller, smart on de-
fense, he was starter as a freshman chree
vears back, but nagging minor injuries kept
him behind some of che older candidares;
result found him with second and third
units for past (wo seasons, but he's again
become a good bet for fArse swring role;
an honor student and a liewtenant in Corps,

Bossy Ross—History Major; 5-9; 172;
21 years old; senior; Richmond, Ya.; one
of the smallest guys on the squad, his
fortitude and personality hove made him
very popular, hes co-caprain along  wich
Borst; lewered for two seasons, but ham-
pered last year wich injury; last year com-
plered 15 of 17 passes for 8%, and both
incamplete throws were dropped by re-

ceivers; a marvelows comperitor in football,

basketball and basekall, he loves spars
and hopes @ coach someday, will captain
next spring’s baseball team, and has been
named o one of VMI's highest posts—a
seat on the Honor Court.

HALFBACKS

ART  BRAMDRIFF—Civil  Engineering
Major, 6-1; LS80 21 vyears old; senior;
Pennsville, N. J.. perhaps the fastest of
a fast ser of backs, has been clocked in a
8.7 hundred; star sprincer wich rrack team
bur laid ocwt last spring 1o let calcium de-
posit heal; very hard o bring down on a
foorball field, used mainly in spar plays last
season, but hgured on now for more ac-
rivity: good hands, good fake and his ex-
ceptional speed will meke him hard 10
keep off first unic proof of his dexerity
came in senicr high school year when he
won Maticenal Junior Specd Skatng ntle,

Jous EMGELS—History  Major; 3-11;
178; 21 wvears old; senior; Sarasoca, Fia,
like Brandriff. very hard to rackle, bur
mare effective an defense; he's the “old
pro” with Keydets, having played in every
varsity game since he  emered  school;
started as a guarterback, and soill handles
that job when nceded in practice, also can
play either halfback post; an all-around
athlere, has played basketball here too, but
now sticks to foorball and tennis, servinge
as caprain of pext year's racquer squad:
also vice president of senior class, a second
lieurenane and sports editor of next year's
annual.

Sam HorNER—Civil Engineering Major;
tak, 188 20 vears old; junior; Alexandria,
Va; a real husky and a2 real threat with a
tootball, he's as fast as Brandriff, has been
clacked in 9.7 roo; was a star wich lasc
spring's thinclads bur will be remembered
best for his pars in the undefeated "57
football season; made srarting club even
though just a sophomore, the only one from
that cluss 1o do i averaged 4.6 & carry
last season and finished 7th among Southern
Conference ball carriers for total vards;
he also caught 14 poasses, scored five rimes
and averaged oearly 40 yards punting; a
bona-lule  All-Southern candidace now,

FULLBACKS

PETE JounsoN—Electrical Engincering
Major; 4-2; 196; 21 vears ald; senior; Roa-
noke, Va., biggest back of all, he's 2 dash.
man with the rracksters, wo; played half-
back last year, now moves over to All the
hole left by graduared All-Scuthern Sam
Woolwine; may be just the guy o do i,
rens hard and fast; made eighe of nine
conversions fast year, including all chree
crugial ones in 21-21 e with Holy Cross:
averaged 4.3 vards a carey rushing, caupghe
3 passes, punted for a 393 average; Presi-
dent of ¥YMI Honor Court, alse 1 second
licutenant, a real horse wich & football in
spite. of being laid uwp with polio rwo
vears agao.




VERNE KEEFER—Pre-Med Major; 6-1;
155, 21 vears old; senior; Lyachburg, Va,
averaging beter than three yards a carry
in three varsity seasons, he’s pever lost a
vard from scrimmage; a hard working
voungster, always huostling, and a rock on
defense; plans e go inta medicine as did
his father, an orthopedic specialist who
once played football for West Virginia; an
honor student and 2 sare f}J(th:l]l{:"r. also
blessed with speed; he's a niiddle disrance
I[:jm in tracky another Honor Court mem-

ot

OTHERS WITH VARSITY EXPERIENCE

M Class  Hgh. Wyt Hametown Previous Experienne
ENDS

Tom Draniel. ... Jr. B-11 177 Brimtal, Vaooooeoo s AV 1956 wvarsily 3nd
tenm: 57

Toen Iuge,..... Se, = 1 176 Kenbridpe, Yao...... covaeg, dnd team B
inmjured '57

TAGKLES

Mike Ondos, ... Jr. -0 205 Libesry, Pa,, , oonnonon .. JdY 1058; virs, And leam

Jon Quinm. . I =1 205 Wilminglon, Del._. . IV 1055: vaes: B6d team
ar

QUARTERBACKS

Phal Hamrie, ... Jr. [ | 165 Leximpdon. Ya.,.......... IV O1056: 2 1957

Jimmy O'Dell., | Jr. &= 0 167 Kingspeet, Tenn., . . AN 1068 waraity  dih
teatn 57

HALFBACKS

Joe: Marahit Jr. -1 178 Butler, IMn... ] varsily 3ol

Fen Seote._. ... Jr. G-11 130 Witkinsbarg, Pa.. ... ... varsily  3rd
team 57

FULLBACKS

Jim True. .. &e, Selb o 182 Laweence; Pa oo 00V 'R vare dnd team
ool PAT  specialist
& ansd

THE TOP SOPHOMORES
CENTER LEE BADGETT—A fierce competitor, highly intelligent
and skilled in foothall play, with physical equipment needed for
the job.
GUARD BILL HAERERLEIN—Quick, durable, with an intense
desire to execl, was outstanding with 1957 freshman team,

GUARD LOLU SHUBA—DMature, strong, plays either center or
ginrd and has good swvy as a linebacker.

TACKLE BOB POLK—Surprising apeed, has a full share of ag-
gressiveness s will to win,

TACKLE MARTIN CAPLES—Rangy, powerful, good future
prospect, and improved agility witl make him a standout per-
former.

QUARTERBACK HOWARD DYEBR—Darkhorse who shows
above average ability as a passer. Play calling, which comes
with experience, is his only shorteoming.

{Ed. Mote—the above sophomores weee namsed ae the top ones on the basis of their

play with the "57 frosh nod spring practice showings, Others less notived ghan they may
vl eome theaugh for L3S prominencs. They usunlly do.}

1957 FRESHMAIN RESULTS

¥l ... 14—8annton Milicary Acndemy TR, 12
WAl o e Bi—=Harprave Military Academy_ .. i ]
L O 2—Willeam nndd Mary Frogh. ... oooL0 1%
¥l . 1=¥irginia Tech Froah.... iv e L
YAT, O—Fack Unton Military Aesdemy. oL o a

War |, Loat 1

P e

THE COACHES

Joux MceKexxa, Head Coach: A

centleman of the old school, '|'.|,|I,I,i||:.:

funda firse, John McKenna
now liclds 2

o utle of “Southern Con-
forence Coach of the Year”™ He wag
chazen on . every poll taken for hiz
success with the 1937 Keydets—nine
wing, one ue. no losses, Naturaliy
pleased with the honars he received,
lie heless  countered  with  his
sl opinion on the matter, sta
pubiicly, “T didn't do ag much coac
ing this year as in 2ome of the losns
seasons we had.”
s 1953, a year after-he came
here ag lme coach, that John took on
the head o l:-.-."::i1'._'." duties—a L gl
saw WAL at its Jowest ebb in talent. The scholarship program
had: been fessened, and players were searce as hen’s teeth. But
that team won the state title, and won half e overall pames
An All-American when he called defensive siznals for the unde
feated, once scored upon Villinova team of 1937, he's hroucht
VM football fortunes back a long way,
McKenna served i the Navy Air Arm o World War 1L then
coached the Malvern Prop Schoal foothalices 1o an undefeated,
unscored-upon 1948 season, The next tv

two sensens =aw h al
his Alma. Mater as ling caach, The 1949%, 1930 and 1931 scascns.
he served as line coach at Lovala of Los Apgeles. then came to
VMI a0 "532 v that capacity. A narive of Lawrence, Mass, he
has threo daughters, 2 sons;

Crare Kixa, Backficld Coach; Clark
King came o VAT the same vear as Me-
Kema as end coach under Tom Nugent,
then was shified 1o the backfield job when
Je hecame
oo VM is made All-State and two
were All-Conferenee last voar

An oexMarine Cy :
coached at Camip LeJeuns, and after an
eatensive tour of the Pacific fighting in
Warld War I, retwmed to lis home in
Biair, Nebraska, where ke coached the Tigh
foothall, basketball and
ve years. They won seventy per cent of their contests.
luate of MNebraska State Teachers Colleze and received
s from Wyoming University by poimg to Summer Sessions.
He's married. has owe Jdaushiters, 5

U

Vimo Racazzo, Line Coach: Formerly the
successful Vinton, Va., hich schaol coach,
and an assistant coach while plaving with
the Hamilton Tiger Cats in Canadian pro
ball, Vito was-on the powerful post-wa
William and Mary teama. As an All-South-
crncend, he caught 13 wuchdown passes in
the 1949 seazom, still g NCAA  recoed,
Theee VAT bnemen made last wvear's All-
State team and two were on the A-Con-
ference.

Vito was graduared from Willam and
Mary in 193] with a degree in Education
His tamily includes a davehter and a son, and he hails from Afiex,
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minimum. Coach

rruch  of

heeler.

snt 15 a "tl:lE‘I.UL on the
VM zquad. wae 2 star foothall
West Virginia, He also sorves as team d-;nc-
tor for Lynchburg’s E. C. Glass High Sehiool,

o the Ke videts

lohn MeKenna credics
this health

Cuex  McGrxxis, Freshman Coach:
Making his debut here last fall, his- “Rat™
ieam won rl:-l.ll nf IIs. :I1.|' Eamed, |1: 1
LHE Y o Oer

Icding

William and
ry Acodemy, A
.‘.\J "‘J.\‘_E Il 1 =Y
then plaved Service foothall at Lackland Air
]nTt't.- Base. Aflter service, he got his MLAL
at Virginia and coached at nearby  Nelson
LHE..I'..‘-I High, where he won several distr
ttles n foothall, baskethall and hazeball.

_|-"Jl:'ls?. "'l.'l. ERxi”

Mitver, Assiaane Cos
at VML “Wes
..'.. baschall coach-
¢ ip with football
cr;.'h'l.ln'-,:_ Hell be mozt concerned with
scouting, where he's o qualificd and expo-

football

g posts, b

n. He '-1.1‘ an asct to
chmond, Hampden-Sxd-
ton and I.{\‘ as poach and
P i 1-_1 ||.fu.|1.1_ over o VML

A Universicy of I-‘.I-;'I-umm.. gcaduare, and
8 keen student of sponts whose husthe :
'rﬁq.'d him with many win-
er of Two "nw o i

THE \[LD]LI\JE ML\‘

Hexe Pavcinx,
of Southern [u‘:.“.trtr:u I A
1i'lt'_|I'IIL':'.\r-.\I::|-.'i-.n.' veterans in thy
(Hik

training
. Herb Patchin is the chief |'-;||:.I ar
ded Kevdets, In .1.1-:]*'*'1:._ he's

¢ _I"f vaicsl Education departn K,
counsellor and zuide of (.-.ifl.:\
|||-||>|.-|.||~|||r cte, He's been on the
anee 1929, and an intepral part of
\1” for tha: .nf.‘n.-. to. A LUniversity of
alumnus, fie’s a native of Ford City,
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Docrons Deraxey axe Kicrer, Team
Dacrara: D, Mastin Delanev, 2 VM1 prad-
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THE ALL-TIME VMI
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VMI'S ALL-TIME COACHING RECORDS
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THE 1958 FRESHMAN SCHEDULE
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THE ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

Themmas Woodrew  “Woody"  Gray,
a 1939 VM1 praduate; ook over o
Julv first 2z Director of  Ashletics.
¥ who will also > as Ad-
miniatrative Assistant ' .:upu‘ill-
tendent,  was 1 1
Waopdraw Wil n ]" irts-
month, Ya. Dweforc hack 1o
Y¥AIL As 2 VMIT Cadet. he was an
i

all-ar athlete i feothall, baschall
and wrestling .-"'.f'.-;f World War 11
service, he coached three sporie while
teaching at Woodrow Wikson. 1le bad
entered the administrative end of the
school systemr fve years ago, giving
ap coaehing emirely,

A aastive of Nodolk, “Waoady™

1h=h Schon] ‘-:'.l."l; W

from  Naury

e he was a st e, At VAL he
was vice presdent of BiS class, o fiest JTieotenant in the Cadet
Corps, a memher of the Honor Court and General Committer, and
captain of the baseball 1eam,

EE'.' relurned VMI as a (‘1":]4" -:I e woaching  s13
FHD prioe 10 tering viee in the Ficld Anillery. Lle [
in the Furopean |||I_‘|_'|'|_ angd was awarded the Silver Star
gallantry o zetion, three battle stars and the Purple Heart,
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ARE YOU IN THE SPORTSMEN'S CLUB?

Tulb membiers
wh qualified

chaby i

Why not? The dollars contres

have provided athietic schol

yvoung men and the increased membership i th the past

few years had a great deal 10 do with the wed 1957 seasom,

The Bpartzmen’s Clulb 1s ar an allstime hich for members=BUT,
s 5 the cost of sending a boy theough VML The increase
clob donations has 1aken care of the increase in coste, but Bain'

swelled the nember of sohlarshipa avadlable,

As always, more help i needed. Only one i nine YA abesni
i¥ 1 ks club, I vou arc 3 member, gt we another. 0] VO 1
nod, sk sk o=k, There a2 vo question about the soundness of
Bere. The vouny mwn beine recruited

the scleolarshyy program

would qua ‘:!‘_\ for acadetntic schod: rahiap help ot most colbepes.

Muddy but hoppy codets celebrote victory over VP and
undefeoted seoson oller Thanksgiving Day gome. Looking
on as Fullbagk Sam Woolwine hoists ceremonial swerd which
gees to winning teom are Coach McKenno, Quarterbock Duke
Johnsion, Bobby Jordon and Center Trurman Baoxter.

REMEMBER — Sportemen’s Club donations szc 1asx-exesmo

Sportsmen’s Club members reccive this boakler each fall, plos

weekly better from the head coach dusing the scason. Alare

important, they reeeive the satisfuction of Lelping worthy, qualified

young men through college,



