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2011 Season Preview

OFFENSE

VMI enters its second season running the
Pro-Set offense that replaced the option
the Keydets employed the previous three
seasons. VMI hopes to capitalize on the
many returning personnel that are now
familiar with the system, after having a year
of experience in game competition.

The Keydets return 20 letterwinners on
offense including eight starters - up from
six returning starters a year ago. Among the
graduated starters,VMI must replace its
second-leading receiver in Mario Scott, who
caught 28 passes for 356 yards and three
touchdowns, as well as three-year offensive
line starter Bo Wren and tight end Josh
Favaro.

Quarterbacks - An intense quarterback
competition among three returnees was
conducted in spring drills and the determi-
nation of a starter will be finalized in fall
camp in August. Two of the candidates,
sophomore Eric Kordenbrock (Gibsonia,
Pa.) and redshirt sophomore Adam Morgan
(Sutherland,Va.) both have starting experi-
ence from 2010 and split playing time with
graduated senior Cameron Jones. Both play-
ers showed ability to command and execute
the Pro-Set offense, but consistency
remains a key part of their development.
Kordenbrock played in nine games and
completed 64 passes for 723 yards and
three touchdowns in '10 and threw the
longest pass completion of the year - an 80-
year strike to Scott against Stony Brook.
Kordenbrock's development was hampered
by two different injuries which sidelined
him for parts of the season, and a healthy
sophomore season would bolster the
Keydet quarterback fortunes. Morgan split
time at quarterback in 2010 and saw action
as both a starter and reserve and played in
nine games and lettered. Morgan threw for
370 yards and three touchdowns and
tossed two touchdown strikes in his college
debut against Lock Haven.

Redshirt sophomore A.J. Augustine (St.
Petersburg, Fla.) put up good numbers in
the recent spring practice and will vie for
playing time and provide depth. He led all
quarterbacks in touchdown passes thrown
during the three controlled scrimmages and
tossed a 51-yard TD strike in the opening
workout.

Tailbacks/Fullbacks - The running game
contains two proven and capable perform-

ers in redshirt senior Chaz Jones
(Cleveland, Ohio) and senior T.). Talley
(South Hill,Va.). Jones led the 2010 Keydets
team in rushing with 502 yards and 55.8
yards per game to rank sixth in the BSC.
He missed the first two games of the sea-
son because of injury, but came back and
scored six rushing touchdowns which also
paced the team. His seven overall touch-
downs led the team and ranked seventh in
the BSC.Talley returns to the tailback posi-
tion he had been slated to play before being
moved to wideout in fall camp.Talley pros-
pered at the receiver slot in 2010 and led
the team in receptions and receiving
yardage with 35 catches for 407 yards and
three touchdowns. A versatile big-play per-
former who should get more touches on
the ball this year out of the backfield, Talley
will look to showcase his skills during his
senior season.

The fullback position returns depth and
experience with redshirt-junior Hardy
Temoney (Wilmington, N.C.) likely to start
at that position. Temoney brings a strong
physical presence to the fullback slot and
has been a contributor as both a starter
and reserve player and has been active on
special teams. Depth should come from
redshirt sophomore J.O. Goode (Ridgefield,
Conn.).

Offensive Line - Five key lettermen with
multiple years of starting experience return
to the offensive line unit in 201 . The group
was instrumental in VMI's improved rushing
numbers as the season progressed including
370 yards total offense output and 140
yards rushing in week 10. Overall, the offen-
sive line should be much improved after a
year's transition from the option to the
Pro-Set, but spring drills were slowed by a
rash of injuries that affected key personnel
that will look to gel in fall camp. Leading
the unit is senior tackle Rob Bailey
(Bonaire, Ga.) who has made 22 consecu-
tive starts and will be an all-conference can-
didate. Other returning starters including
senior center D'Angelo Smith (Ellenwood,
Ga.), and guards James Boatright (Sr.,
Grayson, Ga.) and Robert Collins (R-So.,
Roanoke, Va.), along with senior tackle
Aaron Blue (Lawrenceville, Ga.). The group
of four collectively has 55 combined starts
throughout their career which should fac-
tor in heavily to the over success of the
offense. Redshirt freshman Andy Marcotte
could vie for a starting spot after a produc-
tive Spring practice.

Tight ends - This group must replace
three-year starter Josh Favaro, but the posi-
tion should be in good hands with ample
depth headed by redshirt sophomore Mario
Thompson (Newport News,Va.) who had
served as an understudy the past two sea-
sons but saw limited action in a reserve
role. Thompson has good hands and has the
ability to stretch out yards after catch and
has also played special teams. He enters
2010 with a good year in off-season condi-
tioning and caught two passes for 51 yards
in the final spring scrimmage. Depth at the
tight end position will also come from
sophomore Will Lucas (Hartsville, S.C), who
was moved from fullback after playing there
as a true freshman, and has looked good in
his new role. Redshirt junior Robbie White
(Midlothian,Va.) could also contribute.

Receivers - The Keydets must find
receivers that will step up to replace their
top two targets a year ago - Talley, who has
been moved back to A back, and the now
graduated Mario Scott. The likely "go-to"
guy would be fifth-year senior Tracy
Hairston, who emerges as a big play per-
former toward the end of the year and
could project as an all-conference selectee
this season. Hairston converted to wide
receiver before the 2010 season started
and emerged as a top receiver on the team
by year's end and finished with |7 recep-
tions which tied for fifth most on the team
while leading the team in yards per catch
with a 14.2 mark. Twelve of Hairston's 17
receptions were caught over the last five
games of 2010.

The receiving corps also returns lettermen
Stefawn Ross (Bealeton, Va.), Trent White
(Douglasville, Ga.), Aaron Lewis (Richmond,
Va.). Depth could also be augmented by the
freshman signing class that features three
receivers.
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DEFENSE

The Keydets must replace a number of key
contributors to the defensive unit especially
on the defensive front where the group of
All-Big South tackle Josh Wine and ends
Ben Brandt and Damiso Alexander must be
replaced as a starting unit. Overall, |5 letter
winners return on the defensive side of the
ball and six players with substantial starting
experience are contained in that lot.

Defensive Line - VMI had traditionally
played the run well over the past several
years thanks in part to the now graduated
trio of Wine, Brandt, and Alexander.
However, several backups who had seen
substantial action in a reserve role during
that time will now step into starting spots.
Among them are nose tackle Charlie Jones
(Hampton,Va.), and ends Justin Smith
(Maryville, Tenn.) and Shawn Chapman
(Cocoa, Fla.).

Jones played in ten games last season and
lettered for the second time and finished
with 25 tackles on the year. Smith saw sub-
stantial playing time throughout the season
in a reserve role on the defensive line and
played a season-high 37 snaps in the win at
CSU and had six tackles and a half tackle-
for-loss. Chapman also participated with
substantial playing time throughout the sea-
son in a reserve role and was on the field
for 311 snaps.All three had productive
spring sessions as both on the field and in
the weight room and are looking to stabi-
lize the VMI run defense.

Quality depth could also come from red-
shirt sophomore Patrick Goulden (Laurel,
Md.), redshirt freshman John Washington
(Midland, Va.), and converted offensive line-
man Phillip Pickens (Norcross, Ga.) who
capped a strong spring practice with two
sacks and a quarterback hurry in the final
spring scrimmage.

Inside Linebackers - All-Big South selec-
tion A.J. Gross headlines the inside lineback-
ers group and should post big numbers
again as in past seasons. Gross led all Big
South defensive players in tackles with |10
stops and a 10.0 tackles per game average
and ranked in the top 20 in tackles in FCS
all season long. He posted six double-digit
tackle games coming against Charleston
Southern (17), Liberty and Old Dominion
(16), Gardner-Webb (13), and William &
Mary and Stony Brook (10) and was named
Big South Defensive Player of the Week
October 4 with nine tackles and three tack-

les for loss and a forced fumble against
Presbyterian College. Gross' 40 solo stops
also topped the team defensive charts.

Senior Josh Sneed and redshirt sophomore
Weston Reber will vie for playing time at
inside linebacker and form a capable and
experience pair. Sneed played in all ||
games with five starts at inside linebacker
and moved into a starting role against
Liberty and started all but one of the
remaining games. He finished with | | solos
and 22 assists for 33 total tackles on the
season. Reber had last year shortened by
injury but continues to be one to watch at
inside linebacker and played in the first four
games at inside linebacker and also con-
tributed on special teams.

Redshirt junior linebacker Terrell Lynch
(Richmond, Va.), and redshirt freshman Ty
Garvin (Kingsport, Tenn.) will provide depth
in the two-deep.

Outside Linebackers - Redshirt-junior
Emilio Calvin (Woodbridge,Va.) returns to
lead the outside linebackers and should give
the Keydets big-play capability on the pass
rush and pressure from the edge. A 2009
All-Big South Conference pick, Calvin has
worked hard getting back into conditioning
after having his junior year shortened by a
knee injury. He enters the 2010 season with
130 career tackles including | | for loss.

Redshirt sophomore Chris Harper
(Richmond, Va.), who helped fill in as a
starter at outside linebacker in Calvin's
absence, played in nine games and finished
with 29 tackles last year.

Secondary - The defensive backfield
returns three of the four starters from a
year ago and seven total lettermen from
the 2010 season.

Senior safety Byron Allen (Massaponax,Va.)
returns for a fifth-year to bolster the sec-
ondary, and could also play inside line-
backer. He will also co-captain the team.
Named 2010 Second Team All-Big South,
Allen led the team defensive backs and
ranked second among Big South secondary
players with 78 tackles for 7.1 stops per
game. He had 31 solos and 47 assists on
the season and ranked seventh in the Big
South in total tackles. Other returning
starters include seniors Trae Wakins
(Lynchburg,Va.) and cornerback Greg
Walker (Waldorf, Md.). Watkins tested out
as the top conditioned athlete in off-season
strength testing and was on the field for the
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most plays in 2010 - 784 which topped the
team charts. Watkins ranked sixth on the
team in tackles with 53 tackles and 3.5 for
loss for 12 yards total, and intercepted
passes in consecutive games against Virginia
and Presbyterian College.Walker has 19
career starts heading into the season and is
the leading returnee in pass break-ups (6)
from a year ago.

Other returning lettermen include junior
safety Michael Johnson (Richmond,Va.) and
sophomore cornerback Mike Smith (Mims,
Fla.) who will both compete for playing
time as well as senior three-year letterman
and cornerback Juan Thrasher (Carrolton,
Texas), sophomore cornerback Miguel
Marshall (Woodbridge, Va.) and redshirt
freshman strong safety Demetri Phillips
(Brown Summit, N.C.).

Kicking - Punter Marc Ray, a former all-
conference honoree, has graduated, but
senior Cameron Murray (Glen Allen,Va.)
who has handled the kickoff chores the past
two seasons while serving as backup punter,
emerged from spring drills as the leading
candidate to replace Ray. Redshirt sopho-
more David Eberhardt (Chesapeake,Va.)
will back up at punter. Placekicker Jeff
Sexton, who has converted 39 consecutive
PAT attempts, returns and will be pushed by
James Devens, who showed his range in
spring ball booting a 47-yarder in one of
the controlled scrimmages.
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